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Descriptive Writing Part III 

Grade 5 

 

Exercise 1: The Unexpected Visitor (Moderate Difficulty) 

Your Task: Describe the scene when an unexpected visitor arrives at your home during a family 

dinner. Focus on capturing the moment the doorbell rings, everyone's reactions, and the 

tension or surprise in the air. 

Guidelines: 

• Write 2-3 paragraphs (150-200 words) 

• Use at least three sensory details (sight, sound, smell, touch, or taste) 

• Show characters' emotions through their actions, not by just stating "they were 

surprised" 

• Include dialogue if appropriate 

• Create a clear beginning (doorbell rings), middle (reactions), and end (door opening) 

Challenge Elements: 

• Build suspense or curiosity about who the visitor might be 

• Use varied sentence lengths to create rhythm 

• Include at least one simile or metaphor 

 

Exercise 2: The School Assembly (Higher Difficulty) 

Your Task: Describe a school assembly where an important announcement is being made (it 

could be about a sports victory, a new school policy, an award, or unexpected news). Capture 

the atmosphere before, during, and after the announcement. 

Guidelines: 

• Write 3-4 paragraphs (250-300 words) 

• Show the changing mood as the assembly progresses 

• Include multiple characters' reactions (students, teachers) 

• Use strong action verbs and varied vocabulary 
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• Create a sense of time passing through the description 

Challenge Elements: 

• Balance describing the environment AND the event happening 

• Include background details (what's happening at different parts of the assembly hall) 

• Show contrast between different characters' reactions 

• Build to a climax moment when the announcement is made 

 

Exercise 3: The Power Cut (Advanced Difficulty) 

Your Task: Describe what happens in your classroom or home when there's suddenly a power 

cut during an important moment (maybe during an exam, a family movie night, or while you're 

cooking dinner). Describe the immediate chaos, how people adapt, and what happens next. 

Guidelines: 

• Write 4-5 paragraphs (300-350 words) 

• Create three distinct phases:  

o The moment before the power cuts 

o The immediate confusion and darkness 

o How people adapt and what happens next 

• Use darkness and limited visibility to create atmosphere 

• Include dialogue that reveals character personalities 

• Show problem-solving or conflict 

Challenge Elements: 

• Without light, rely heavily on non-visual senses (sound, touch, smell) 

• Create tension or humor (your choice) through the situation 

• Show time passing realistically 

• Include a satisfying resolution or ending 

• Use paragraph structure to separate different phases of the event clearly 
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Bonus Challenge: Try writing this from first-person perspective (using "I") to make it more 

immersive. 

 

Self-Assessment Checklist 

After completing each exercise, ask yourself: 

✓ Did I use at least three of the five senses? 

✓ Can readers picture what's happening in their minds? 

✓ Did I show emotions through actions rather than just naming them? 

✓ Are my verbs strong and specific? 

✓ Did I create a clear beginning, middle, and end? 

✓ Does my description have a mood or atmosphere? 

✓ Did I avoid repeating the same words too often? 

✓ Would someone enjoy reading this? 

 

 

Quick Reference: Scene Description Formula 

Setting → Action/Event → Sensory Details → Character Reactions → Outcome/Change 

Use this formula as a guide, but don't be afraid to mix it up and make it your own! 
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